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CANADA’S LINKS TO THE WORLD
Canada and Its Trading Partners

Program Descripti on:

In today’s world, countries around the world are linked together in many diff erent ways - through the internet, 
email, television, the telephone, cell phones, magazines, newspapers, sporti ng events and travel. Another very 
important link is through TRADE. Trade is the buying, selling and exchanging of goods and services. Trade 
takes place between individuals, businesses, citi es, provinces and counti es.

In this 18 minute video, we are going to explore Canada’s link to other counti res, focusing on our trading 
relati onships. We will also examine some of Canada’s most important trading partners, with three bonus fi ve 
to six minute segments on China, Mexico and the United States. These segments present a brief overview of 
the locati on, climate, geographic features, culture and trading relati onships found in these countries.

In additi on, students are given an overview of the history of trade in Canada beginning with the aboriginal 
people and early explorers. Topics such as the fur trade, early immigrati on and the building of early 
transportati on systems are discussed.

In this package, you will recieve:

One 18-minute video - Canada’s Links to the World: Canada and It’s Trading Partners• 
Three 5 to 6 minute segments - China, Mexico and The United States• 
10-questi on Video Quiz• 
Teacher’s Guide• 
Reproducible Student Worksheets• 

Aft er viewing the video, students will be able to:

Identi fy some countries with which Canada shares links• 
Identi fy products that Canada imports and exports• 
Identi fy and describe Canada’s economic, politi cal, social and physical links to the United States and other • 
regions of the world
Identi fy the countries to which Canada exports goods• 
Identi fy the countries to which Canada imports goods• 
Identi fy important internati onal organizati ons/agreemetns in which Canada parti cipates and describe their • 
purpose
Identi fy Canada’s connecti ons with the United Sates through the media, trade, immigrati on, culture,               • 
technology, tourism, history and geography
Explain the role of barter, trade and sharing in Canada and the Pacifi c Rim countries• 
Describe the ongoing trade that was established between Aboriginal people and explorers.• 
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VOCABULARY

ABORGINAL – The original inhabitants of a country.

APEC - The Asia Pacifi c Economic Cooperati on is an associati on of 21 nati ons whose purpose is to enhance 
economic growth and prosperity in the region and to strengthen the Asia-Pacifi c community.

BALANCE OF TRADE - A country’s exports minus its imports.

BARTER – Trading by exchanging of one kind of good or service for another.

COMMODITY – An arti cle or item that is bought or sold.

COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS - A group of nati ons whose goal is to promote human rights, democracy and 
economic development. The Briti sh monarch is the symbolic head of the Commonwealth.

DEMAND – What people want or need.

ECONOMY – The changing wealth of a country which comes from the producti on, distributi on, and use of 
goods and services.

EU – The European Union is a group of countries in Europe that have joined together to form a “trading bloc”.

EXPORT – Products or services that are sold to another country.

GOOD – Something you can use or consume, like food, a CD, books, a car or clothes.

IMMIGRATION – Moving or coming to another country to live.

IMPORT – Goods and services brought into a country.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE – The various countries that one country trades or interacts with.

LA FRANCOPHONIE - The Internati onal Organizati on of the Francophonie is an associati on of French-speaking 
countries of the world.

MANUFACTURED GOODS – Items that are made from raw materials.

MEMBERSHIP – To belong to a specifi c group based on common beliefs and goals.

NAFTA – North American Free Trade Agreement.

PACIFIC RIM - Refers to the countries and citi es located around the edge of the Pacifi c Ocean.

SERVICE – Something that someone does for you, like giving you a haircut or fi xing your car.

SUPPLY – How much of a product (good) or service is available.

TARIFF – Taxes paid on goods and services that come into a country.

TRADE – The buying, selling and exchanging of goods and services.

TRADING PARTNERS – Individuals, companies or countries that trade with one another.

TRADE BARRIER - A general term that describes any government policy or regulati on that restricts 
internati onal trade.

TRADE DEFICIT - When a country’s imports exceed or are greater than its exports.

TRADE SURPLUS -  When a country’s exports exceed or are greater than its imports.

TRADING PARTNER - One of the two or more parti cipants in an ongoing business relati onship.

WTO - The World Trade Orgnizati on is the only internati onal body dealing with the rules of trade between 
nati ons.
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ACTIVITY #1 - What did you learn?

Aft er watching the video Canada Links to the World, answer the following questi ons.

1. Who is Canada’s largest trading partner? ______________________________________________________

2. List three reasons in point form why the country in Questi on #1 is our largest trading partner?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Name fi ve of Canada’s other trading partners?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What products does Canada import? _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What products does Canada export? __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why does trade occur? _____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is NAFTA and what three countries belong to it? ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What did Canada’s aboriginal peoples trade with the early sett lers? _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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ACTIVITY #2 - A COMPARISON OF OUR TRADING PARTNERS - 
A POST VIDEO VIEWING ACTIVITY

Aft er or during the viewing of the video, Canada’s Links to the World, fi ll in the chart below. 



CANADA CHINA MEXICO THE UNITED 
STATES

Capital City

Populati on

Land mass 
(in km)

Type of 
Government

Language(s) 
Spoken

Climate

Type of 
Manufactured 

Goods

Natural 
Resources

Trading Partners

ACTIVITY #3 - A COMPARISON OF OUR TRADING PARTNERS - 
A POST VIDEO VIEWING ACTIVITY

Aft er or during the viewing of the video, Canada’s Links to the World, fi ll in the chart below. 
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ACTIVITY #4 - A COMPARISON OF OUR TRADING PARTNERS - 
A POST VIDEO VIEWING ACTIVITY

Aft er completi ng the chart on page 5, complete the following acti viti es and questi ons.

1. A bar graph is a visual display used to compare 
    data. This type of display allows you to:

compare groups of data, and • 
to make generalizati ons about the data quickly. • 

Compare the populati ons of Canada, China, 
Mexico and the United Sates by drawing a bar 
graph.

Now compare the populati on of each of these 
countries with its land mass. Using simple division, 
divide the poulati on by the land mass to give you 
the populati on density of each country.

2. A government is the machinery set up by individuals to enable them to do what others cannot do on their  
   own. Without some form of government, there would be no order or protecti on for people or their property. 
   A government makes laws that off er this protecti on. There are many diff erent types of government around 
   the world. Aft er viewing Canada’s Links to the World and using various websites, write a brief paragraph 
   outlining the various types of government listed in your chart on page 5. List their current head of state 
   (example: Prime Minister, President), how the government is structured, and how it is chosen.

Canada
Type of Government: ________________________________________________________________________

Brief paragraph: ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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China
Type of Government: ________________________________________________________________________

Brief paragraph: ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mexico
Type of Government: ________________________________________________________________________

Brief paragraph: ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The United States
Type of Government: ________________________________________________________________________

Brief paragraph: ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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ACTIVITY #5 - EXPLORATION OF A TRADING PARTNER

Choose a country with which Canada trades (other than China, Mexico and the United Sates) or may trade with 
in the future. Using the internet, an atlas, and other reference materials, research this country and what kind 
of trade relati onship Canada has or could have with it. 

In print form, list important informati on about the country you have chosen. Be careful to make sure the data 
and informati on you list is current and comes from a reliable source. Some useful websites you can use are:

Informati on on countries around the world - www.cia.gov/library/publicati ons/the-world-factbook/
Industry Canada Trade Data Online - htt p://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/tdo-dcd.nsf/eng/Home

My chosen country is:   Canada &    _________________________________________________________.

SIZE (LAND MASS in Kilometres)

POPULATION

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT

PRIMARY LANGUAGE(S) 
SPOKEN

LIFESTYLE/CULTURE
(Food, Religion, Dress, Holidays)
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TIME ZONE
TIME ZONE

CLIMATE

NATURAL RESOURCES

MANUFACTURED GOODS

AGRICULTURAL GOODS

CURRENT TRADING 
PARTNERS

IMPORTS

EXPORTS

McIntyre Media Inc.   800-565-3036   fax: 519-942-8489   email: info@mcintyre.ca   www.mcintyre.ca
11



A
CT

IV
IT

Y 
#6

 - 
ID

EN
TI

FY
IN

G
 O

U
R 

TR
A

D
IN

G
 P

A
RT

N
ER

S

A
ft 

er
 v

ie
w

in
g 

th
e 

vi
de

o,
 C

an
ad

a’
s 

Li
nk

s 
to

 th
e 

W
or

ld
, a

nd
 u

si
ng

 v
ar

io
us

in
te

rn
et

 re
so

ru
ce

s 
an

d 
an

 a
tla

s,
 id

en
ti f

y 
Ca

na
da

’s
 T

op
 1

0 
tr

ad
in

g 
pa

rt
ne

rs
. 

Sh
ad

e 
ea

ch
 c

ou
nt

ry
 a

 d
iff 

er
en

t c
ol

ou
r 

an
d 

att
 a

ch
 a

 le
ge

nd
 id

en
ti f

yi
ng

 th
e 

co
un

tr
y 

ea
ch

 c
ol

ou
r 

re
pr

es
en

ts
.

McIntyre Media Inc.   800-565-3036   fax: 519-942-8489   email: info@mcintyre.ca   www.mcintyre.ca
12



ACTIVITY #7 - CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES

Canada and the United States share the world’s largest undefended border. We are friends and neighbours. 
Our proximity to one another leads to many similariti es. At the same ti me, there are several factors that make 
our countries two disti nct societi es. Aft er viewing the video Canada’s Links to the World, complete the Venn 
Diagram below listi ng similariti es and diff erences between the two countries.

CANADA THE UNITED STATES
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ACTIVITY #8 - TIME ZONES

For trade to happen, it is very important to know which ti me zone the country you are dealing with is in. You 
don’t want to be calling someone at 3:30 a.m. when they are sound asleep! 

A ti me zone is a region of the earth that has uniform standard ti me, usually referred to as the local ti me. The 
earth is divided into 24 longitudinal divisions, each on being 15 degrees. Refer to the following website to see a 
map of the world’s ti me zones: www.worldti mezone.com/index24.html

Using this map, answer the following questi ons in sentence form:

1. How many ti me zones are there in Canada? ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If it is 12 noon in Vancouver, BC, what ti me is it in Halifax, NS? _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How many ti me zones are there between Ott awa, ON and India? ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If it is 8:00 a.m. in Saskatoon, SK, what ti me is it in London, England?  _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. If you are travelling from Manitoba to Germany, do you “lose” ti me or “gain” ti me? ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. You’re going on a trip! You leave from the airport nearest your home. You leave at 7:30 a.m.  What ti me 
   do you arrive in Paris? Remember, you have to research the length of the fl ight (in hours) from your place of 
   departure to Paris.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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WEB RESOURCES

ATLAPEDIA ONLINE
www.atlapedia.com/online/country_index.htm
A combinati on atlas adn encyclopedia, this site has the countries of the world withtheir major trading partners, imports, exports 
and other useful informati on.

CANADA INFOLINK - CANADA’S IMPORTS AND EXPORTS
www.canadainfolink.ca/charteleven.htm

STATISTICS CANADA
www40.statcan.ca/l01/ind01/l2_1130.htm
Canadian imports and exports by country; exported goods by product and imported goods by product.

STATISTICS CANADA LESSON PLAN FOR TEACHERS
htt p://www.statcan.gc.ca/kits-trousses/trade-commerce/trade-commerce1-eng.htm
Helps teachers identi fy the relati onship between Canada and its trading partners.

TRADE DATA ONLINE
www.ic.gc.ca/sc_mrkti /tdst/engdoc/tr_homep.html
Allows you to generate customized reports on Canadian and U.S. trade with over 200 countries.

THE WORLD CLOCK - TIME ZONES
www.ti meanddate.com/worldclock

THE WORLD FACT BOOK
www.cia.gov/cia/publicati ons/factbook/index.html
The CIA World Fact Book provides descripti ve and stati sti cal informati on about Canada and other countries in the world.

WORLD TIME ZONES
www.worldti mezone.com/index24.html
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